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prophets3 that would have put me in fear?* * This hostility Is
natural, for the Law (of which Xehemiah is the exponent) must,
in its strict and narrow form, always hate and fear the prophet,
the mystic, that independent and often unorthodox element
in religion. For the inspiration of the prophet is emotional
in character, and emotion has small patience with the shackles
of immutable law. After the Return prophecy merges into
apocalyptic, and with the book of Daniel the former begins
to be superseded by the latter.
This form of prophetism may strengthen and uplift religious
emotion, but it does not encourage the spontaneous outpourings
of natural piety. On the other hand there is no difficulty
whatever in reconciling it with legalism. The future belonged
to the Doctor of the Laii\ the man whose function it was,
to expand and adapt, to add interpretations, explanations,
commentaries and glosses to the traditional ordinances of
Jahweh.
Till then the Torah had been alive. That is to say, it had
undergone whatever alteration, revision and expansion was
necessary to keep it more or less in harmony with the various
requirements of successive generations. But the Law codified
and published by Ezra and Xehemiah was the work of the
Scribes and priests of the Captivity. It had no relation to life,
no possibility of immediate application, and reflects an ideal
of static perfection, the familiar clerical desire for some settled
and final scheme of organization. Its motive was to establish
a theocracy, and at the same time to authenticate and justify
it. Priestly authority is by nature conservative ; one could
scarcely imagine it otherwise. And, although the exegesis of
the Scribe might mould or stretch the meaning of the text to
cover cases that the lawgivers had not foreseen, it had to start
with the assumption that the text itself was fixed and inviolable.
The law was believed to contain the absolute and unquestionable
will of God, and its prohibitions were in a sense a test of the
unquestioning obedience due to the Lord of all, a test making
the same demands on the pious Jew as the tabu upon the Tree
of Knowledge made on Adam in Eden. Hence the Torah itself
became the object of an actual cult. It was personified as the
well-beloved daughter of God, begotten before the world began 2;
Jahweh was said to devote his leisure hours to its study, to
observe it himself and to read aloud from it on the Sabbath.3
1	2seh. vi. 14.
2	Ecclus. xxiv. 8 ff.;   Baruch iii. 27-iv. 2.    C/. CCLXVI, i, 74.
3	LXXXVm, 296;  L. de Grandmaison, Jesus-Christ, Paris, 1928, ii»
8-9 and note.    This notion may seem less incongruous if the reader bears

